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DISCLOSURE

Theology is popularly known as the science or the study of God (Theos -
transliteration) and of the relations between God, man and the universe. However, the
word Theos and Theology come from Greek influences (Hellenism) since the word Theos
is a Greek prefix to each Greek deity which is not a term that Mashiyach (Christ) or the
Apostles would have used. The Mashiyachim [a name used by Jews to collectively refer
to the people who believe that Yahushua (Jesus) is Mashiyach (Messiah)] would have
used the Tetragrammaton YHVH (transliteration) instead of LORD and possibly
Yahweh. Technically, the Mashiyach's name was Yahushua (Hebrew/Aramaic
transliteration), not Jesus, which follows the Latin Vulgatepath of transliteration. The
spelling Jesus is an English translation that comes via the Greek to Latin (Vulgate to the
Textus Receptushe earliest publications of the Textus Receptubefore it was called
the Textus Receptugrhich Desiderius Erasmus, a Dutch Catholic humanist, began in
1512, was published in 1516 AD, known as the Novum Instrumentum omnend done for
economic gain and was endorsed by the Catholic Church. The full Polyglot Bible (the
first printed, but not published, being the Complutensian Polyglptwvould have been
published before the Novum Instrumentum omyiead it not been for the exclusive
printing rights granted to Erasmus by the Catholic Pope (Pope Leo X). His first few
editions were so flawed that he, Desiderius Erasmus, used the Vulgate (he had collected
as many Vulgatemanuscripts as he could find) to fix his translations. Later editions of the
Novum Instrumentum omu@me to be known as the Textus ReceptusThe KJV did not
precede the early editions of the Textus Receptus, which were used extensively by the
KJV translators. And most English Bible versions also relied heavily on the Textus
Receptusi.c., both its earlier versions, before it was known as the Textus Receptuss
well as the Textus Receptuself.

Even the translators/editors of the New International Versioacknowledge the
accuracy of the YHVH Tetragrammaton (International Bible Society) but opted to use the
traditional Catholic translation via the Vulgate keeping the use of LORD, God, Jesus, etc.
As indicated above, this is the same path used by the KJV and most all other English
translations.

It is also believed that the name Jehovah was given prominence by the Vatican. It
emerged by inserting the vowel points of Adonai into the sacred Tetra gram YHVH and
symbolized the ecumenicalism of that period. (Wiseman, 1990). Therefore, YHVH-
ology would more accurately describe the specialty study of the God of the Jews and the
early church since they were Jews who believed that Yahushua was the Mashiyach
(Messiah). The term "theology" would more accurately apply to the study of the Greek
gods (and perhaps the gods of other non-Jewish and non-"Mashiyachian" religions) and
not the YHVH of the Jews and of the Mashiyachim.



"Thou shalt call his Name Yeshua BECAUSE He shall save his people from their
sins."

Matthew 1:21 (From the Peshitta Bible—Aramaic N.T.)

The Peshitta Bible (Aramaic Bible) still uses the Aramaic variant of the Hebrew
name Yahushua. Therefore, the Disciples of Christ volumes use YHVH and Yahushua

throughout for technical reasons referring to the English translated words "God" and
"Jesus" respectively.

See Addendum One for full essay.
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THE ORDER OF MELCHISEDEC

INTRODUCTION

It is a well accepted scriptural fact and agreed among theological scholars that
Yahushua Mashiyach came after the order of Melchisedec.

“Which hopewe have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which
entereth into that within the veil; 29 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even
Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”

Hebrews 6:19-20

However, it is usually here that most ministers and theologians enter irrelevant
discussions on whether Melchisedec, King of righteousness, King of Salem, King of
peace, was a theophany, just a man or Shem (according to Jewish oral traditions).

By endeavoring to answer such trivial questions, the message of Hebrews Chapter
Six is lost. Dear reader, read again. There is a strong implicated message in this analogy.
It will not come to the unweaned. YHVH (God) only teaches knowledge and gives
understanding to them that are "weaned from the milk" (See Disciples of Mashiyach
Volume Three: “Sincere Milk of the Word”).

“Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand
doctrine? them that areveaned from the milk, anddrawn from the breasts. '® For
precept must beipon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line;
here a little, andthere a little: " For with stammering lips and another tongue will
he speak to this people. '* To whom he said, This is the rest wherewithye may
cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. '* But
the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept;




line upon line, line upon line; here a little, andthere a little; that they might go,
and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.”

Isaiah 28:9-13
“For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a

babe. ' But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, eventhose who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

Hebrews 5:13-14

Recall the Mashiyachic Covenant, how that YHVH would do the teaching of his
laws and put them in the hearts of his people. (Hebrews 8:10; 10:16) And would do so
by infilling believers with his Spirit, as indicated by Isaiah 28 (John 16:13; Luke 12:12).
So, what can be seen is that the only ones that will gain knowledge and understanding of
doctrine will be those who have already partaken of the milk (obedience to the gospel)
and have been weaned from said milk and are ready to advance beyond the milk by and
through the teaching and guidance of the spirit of YHVH.

THE GENEALOGY ISSUE

As shown in Disciples of Mashiyach Volume Two, Yahushua Mashiyach (Jesus
Christ) had no genealogical ties to Moses, Aaron or Levi. Therefore, his priesthood is not
after the Old Covenant (Mosaic Covenant) regulations. Furthermore, the Mosaic
Covenant regulations are not valid nor do they apply to the Mashiyachic Covenant
(Briggs, 2007), the covenant under which Mashiyach is our High Priest.

Yahushua’s High Priesthood is after a better order, better than that of Aaron’s or
Levi’s. Mashiyach came after the order of Melchisedec.

“And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.”

Hebrews 7:7

“By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.”

Hebrews 7:22

“If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people
received the law,) what further need was therehat another priest should rise after




the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? 2 For the
priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.”

Hebrews 7:11

“But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.”

Hebrews &:6

Another significant argument Apostle Paul used to prove the superiority of

Melchisedec’s Priesthood Order was due to the fact that Levi paid tithes to Melchisedec,
while he was yet in the loins of Abraham. The lesser person was blessed by the greater
and the lesser paid tithes to the greater, i.e., Abraham being the lesser and Melchisedec
being the greater.

“And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better... ° And as I may
so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. ' For he was yet
in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.”

Hebrews 7:7, 9-10

Furthermore, Mashiyach came out of the tribe of Judah (by adoption) and Moses

said nothing concerning a Priesthood coming out of the tribe of Judah.

“For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake
nothing concerning priesthood. > And it is yet far more evident: for that after the
similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is made, not after
the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. '’ For he
testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. '® For there is
verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and
unprofitableness thereof. ' For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in
of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. ** And inasmuch as not
without an oath he was made priest' (For those priests were made without an
oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not
repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:) ?* By so much
was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. > And they truly were many
priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: * But this




man because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.”

Hebrews 7:14-23

Apostle Paul felt it necessary to justify and reconcile scriptures, concerning the
Priesthood of Yahushua Mashiyach, especially for the Hebrews (Jews), since they were
so entrenched in the Mosaic Covenant. It was very difficult for them to reconcile in their
minds that anyone could have a Priesthood status without a proven genealogy associated
with the tribe of Aaron or Levi. For the Jews, this was a real stumbling block. But, if
they could get past this, then they could not only more easily embrace Mashiyach as their
High Priest and enjoy the many blessings afforded them through Mashiyach’s ministry,
but they could move onto perfection.

The final comparison Apostle Paul made relative to the Order of Melchisedec was
the fact that he had no record of father or mother having neither beginning of days or end
of life. This meaning, of course, that there is no record of his parents, or that he ever
died.

“Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of
days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest

continually.”

Hebrews 7:3

In like manner, Yahushua Mashiyach had no earthly biological parents. Mashiyach was
adopted and the only ties he had to earthly royalty was through adoption. Furthermore,
he had no genealogical ties to an existing priesthood, e.g., Aaron or Levi. His priesthood
was/is by an oath of YHVH that would never end. His priesthood was initiated by
YHVH and began at his water baptism by John.

“And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest' (For those priests
were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The
Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec:)... 2 but the word of the oath, which was since the law, makeththe
Son, who is consecrated for evermore.”

Hebrews 7:20-28

Apostle Paul made it quite clear how and why Yahushua Mashiyach did not need
to be connected to Levi and also made it quite clear what kind of priestly order
Mashiyach followed after. For the Gentiles, genealogy and order seems to be less of an
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issue. Therefore, with this non-issue set aside, it allows the Gentiles to more readily
focus on what lessons YHVH really wants them to learn. That is why Apostle Paul was
not sure whether or not the Hebrews would be able to move onto perfection.

“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Mashiyach, let us go on unto
perfection;... 3 And this will we do, if God permit.”

Hebrews 6:1-3

THE REAL MESSAGE

What is important to look for and understand is the more subtle message found in
scriptures relative to the Melchisedec Priesthood. The first clue is that Melchisedec came
to minister to Abraham. Yes, minister and yes, to Abraham. This is significant to the
Jews. In other words, to the Jewish mind, there was no greater patriarchal figure than
Abraham. Even for the Jew and Greek in Mashiyach, Abraham is considered the father
of the faithful. This includes all his adopted Gentile children that were adopted via the
Mashiyachic Covenant enjoinment process. Yet, this great patriarchal figure was
ministered to by Melchisedec. And, in turn, Abraham gave tithes to Melchisedec—a
King-Priest of Salem. This makes Abraham the lesser. What a psychological blow to the
Hebrew hard wired minds.

“For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; > To whom
also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of
righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;...

4 Now consider how great this man was unto whom even the patriarch Abraham
gave the tenth of the spoils.”

Hebrews 7:1-4

It is significant to notice that Melchisedec was the first one to act. Melchisedec
blessed (ministered) Abraham—he acted in the role of a servant (a Priest of the Most
High YHVH). It goes without saying that Melchisedec set aside his kingly role to take
on the form of a servant (minister of YHVH) so that he could minister unto Abraham.
Melchisedec’s humility and eagerness to serve and to prefer Abraham over himself
speaks volumes about the essence of this Order.

If you go back to the book of Genesis, you can see more clearly, just what Apostle
Paul meant by Melchisedec “blessed him”.

11



“And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter
of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that werewith him, at the valley of Shaveh,
which is the king's dale. '* And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread
and wine: and he wasthe priest of the most high God. ' And he blessed him, and
said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:

2 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy
hand. And he gave him tithes of all.”

Genesis 14:17-20

Melchisedec knew that Abraham had been to war, and that he (Abraham) and was
returning from war, to rescue Lot, Abraham’s brother. Melchisedec was not thinking
about himself, but came to bring provisions (bread and wine) to strengthen the embattled
Abraham, acting in the form of a servant, even in the presence of the King of Sodom.
Additionally, Melchisedec ministered to Abraham’s spirit and soul. He made edifying
spiritual pronouncements over Abraham.

With the above views in mind, re-read Apostle Paul’s comments in Hebrews
Chapter Seven.

“For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; > To whom
also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of
righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;

? Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of
days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest
continually. * Now consider how great this man was unto whom even the
patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. * And verily they that are of the
sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to
take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though
they come out of the loins of Abraham: ¢ But he whose descent is not counted
from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises.

7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. * And here men
that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth thenof whom it is witnessed that he
liveth. > And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in
Abraham. " For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.”

Hebrews 7:1-10

So, it can be seen that Melchisedec was not only a King-Priest, but he possessed
the kind of character and behavior that Mashiyach both modeled and taught as being
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greatness, the required emblem of true sonship and discipleship. A closer comparative
analysis of the similitude betwixt the two King-Priests will reveal some very remarkable
and illuminating parallels.

Melchisedec came to Abraham bearing his gifts of bread, wine and words of
blessings. Likewise, Mashiyach came to the world and into heaven bearing better gifts
than Aaron and the Levitical priests, gifts of bread, wine and words of blessings.

“For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of
necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer.”

Hebrews &:3

“For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the
Lord Jesus the samenight in which he was betrayed took bread: * And when he
had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is
broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. ** After the same manner also he
tookthe cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. ** For as often as ye
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.”

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

“And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among
yourselves: ' For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the
kingdom of God shall come. " And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it,
and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in
remembrance of me. * Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the
new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.”

Luke 22:17-20

“And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and gave to them,
and said, Take, eat: this is my body. ® And he took the cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it. ** And he said unto them,
This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.”

Mark 14:22-24

“It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be
purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than
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these. 2 For Mashiyach is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which
are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us: * Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest

entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; ?* For then must he
often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”

Hebrews 9:23-26

“Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou
wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:... ' By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Mashiyach once for all.”

Hebrews 10:5-10

BETTER GIFTS AND BLESSINGS

As seen above, the better gifts brought by Yahushua, which are modeled after the
order of Melchisedec, were his own shed blood (wine) and his broken and bruised body
(bread) and words of blessings/hope (more illumination).

Shed Blood (Wine): We know that Moses sprinkled almost everything in the tabernacle
with the blood of the covenant (Hebrews 9:21-22) that the Israelites were enjoined with
(Hebrews 9:20), but the blood Moses used was corruptible (imperfect) which faded away
and did not completely and eternally purge them from sin (Hebrews 10:1-2).

But Mashiyach, as our High Priest, entered into heaven itself one time to offer his
own incorruptible shed blood (1 Peter 1:4, 18-19, 23; Hebrews 10:10, 14, 18) to redeem
and enjoin us into the new covenant. And Mashiyach sprinkled his blood on nearly
everything like Moses did but with incorruptible blood. This would include the Mercy
Seat, which Paul did not speak much about, but we get hints from John the Revelator, so
we will speak more on this later. But because Mashiyach applied his blood to the Mercy
Seat, we have direct access into the very Holiest of Holies, by the blood of Mashiyach
(Hebrews 9:3-7; 10:19-20).

The shed blood of Mashiyach was also the blood of the covenant, the enjoinment
blood. Read more about covenants in Disciples of Christ Volume 2.

“For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law,
he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop,
and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, ** Saying, This is the blood of the

14



testament which God hath enjoined unto you.”

Hebrews 9:19-20

“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite
unto the Spirit of grace?”

Hebrews 10:29

Since Mashiyach entered the Holiest of Holies with the covenant blood and
enjoined believers ushering them into a Royal Priesthood (Melchisedec Order), we can
now enter behind the second veil (through Mashiyach, his flesh) boldly and enjoy the
very presence of YHVH.

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus, * By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the
veil, that is to say, his flesh; * And havingan high priest over the house of God;
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.”

Hebrews 10:19-22

Broken Body (Bread): The broken body of Mashiyach was certainly a better gift in a
number of ways. Because of his wounded, bruised and whipped body, believers receive a
covering for their transgressions and iniquities and healing for their diseases. By far
Mashiyach gifts are better gifts than that of Aaron and Levi.

“But he waswounded for our transgressions, he wasbruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace wasupon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Isaiah 53:5

So we can see above that Mashiyach also brought gifts of bread and wine to heaven and
embattled sinners (Servants of sin- Proverbs 13:15) through his Royal Priesthood duties.

Finally, Mashiyach brings blessings by speaking to and edifying our souls. He
does so by pouring out his spirit, YHVH’s spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we
are now his sons (via adoption), giving us the keys to the kingdom (Matthew 16:19) as
well as the kingdom itself.
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“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. '® The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:”

Romans §:15

“And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son;
and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”

Galatians 4:6-7

“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.”

Luke 12:32

“For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost.”

Romans 14:17

Words of Blessing/Hope: Oh, what words of blessings comes from the Savior. The
knowledge (illumination) that one will acquire eternal life and participate in the eternal as
a joint heir with Yahushua, to rule and reign with him is not only words of hope (Romans
15:4, 13; Galatians 5:5; Ephesians 2:12; Colossians 1:5, 23, 27 and many more) but
extraordinary. Formerly embattled hearts and souls are transcendent by both the infilling
of YHVH’s Spirit and the knowledge of what he has wrought and what is yet to come.
YHVH has made believers his sons and daughters (joint heirs) though his unmerited gifts
and blessings.

KING OR PRIEST

Finally, another very important lesson to learn from the Order of Melchisedec is
this. Melchisedec’s priority in life was not his kingly role, but his role as a priest, which
demands a life of service. The secular world has skewed the view of what a clergyperson
is to be. So, to better understand YHVH’s intention and meaning for the priesthood, it is
best to turn to the Biblical view.
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“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth iS mine:

¢ And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the
words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.”

Exodus 19:5-6

“And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among
the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office, even
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. > And thou shalt
make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty. * And thou
shalt speak unto all that arewise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of
wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may
minister unto me in the priest's office. * And these are the garments which they
shall make; a breastplate, and an ephod, and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre,
and a girdle: and they shall make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, and his
sons, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office. > And they shall take gold,
and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen.”

Exodus 28:1-5

“Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should
not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my
ministers.”

Jeremiah 33:21

“The holy portion of the land shall be for the priests the ministers of the sanctuary,
which shall come near to minister unto the LORD: and it shall be a place for their
houses, and an holy place for the sanctuary. * And the five and twenty thousand of
length, and the ten thousand of breadth, shall also the Levites, the ministers of the
house, have for themselves, for a possession for twenty chambers.”

Ezekiel 45:4-5

“The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD;
the priests, the LORD'S ministers, mourn... * Gird yourselves, and lament, ye
priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye
ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden
from the house of your God.”

Joel 1:9-13
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YHVH’s ultimate plan was that all of Israel would become an entire kingdom of
priests to minister to the world. But, up till now, Israel failed to keep themselves
sanctified and were not ready for such a ministry, which brought the need first for an
Aaronic/Levitical Priesthood. During the Mosaic Covenant, this Aaronic/Levitical
Priesthood ministered unto YHVH daily for the people with sacrifices, meat offerings,
drink offerings, meal offerings, etc., etc. It was a laborious and a bloody job and this
ministering never stopped. Even still, all of it, all their priestly services, did not and
could not bring perfection.

Conversely, Mashiyach not only conducted an earthly ministry but also fulfilled
all that was written about him in the law, the prophets and in the psalms and entered into
the portals of heaven for a one time presentation of himself and his shed blood to satisfy
all outstanding Covenant Regulations and to activate the Mashiyachic Covenant.
Thereafter, he sat down, signifying the completion and perfection of his work. This did
not end his priesthood, for his priesthood was eternal. Sitting down only indicated the
completeness and perfection of his life and work, significantly different than that of
Levites.

Now, under the Mashiyachic Covenant, the adopted sons of YHVH have kept all
(complied with) the Old Covenant requirements of YHVH through the Work of
Mashiyach. Therefore, this compliance activates the promises YHVH made in antiquity,
in Moses’ day, that post-Yahushua believers would become a kingdom of priests—
Mashiyachic Priests after the Order of Melchisedec. Mashiyach would be the High Priest
and believers would co-work with him. As High Priest, Mashiyach’s work of gifts and
offerings is completed. Now believers, his co-priests, do a ministry work OUTSIDE of
the “temple” and reach out into the highways and byways. This priestly work that
believers perform is more like the work of ambassadors for YHVH’s Kingdom.

So, yes, Kingdom Priests minister too, but after the Order of Melchisedec, which
is quite different from the Aaronic/Levitical priesthood in character (Royal Priesthood),
protocol and modus operandi.

“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light:”

1 Peter 2:9 (Compare with Exodus 19:5-6)

“Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were
eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word;”

Luke 1:2
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“Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God.”

1 Corinthians 4:1

“Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but
of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life...* How shall not the
ministration of the spirit be rather glorious?”

2 Corinthians 3:6-8

“And from Jesus Christ, who isthe faithful witness, andthe first begotten of the
dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood, ®* And hath made us kings and priests unto God
and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

Revelation 1:5-6

Kingdom Priests are definitely NOT comprised solely of Pastors and Deacons, but
every blood-bought adopted child of YHVH is a Kingdom Priest. “Temple Minded”
believers (See Disciples of Christ Volume One) have the kingdom office and work
skewed, since they turn to the Pastor as the “Priest” not realizing that they themselves are
a Priest. The unspoken misguiding message promulgated by the “Temple Minded”
ministers is: “We (Pastors) are the Priests and you (saints) are the ones we minister to”.
This concept is contrary to YHVH’s word. There will be more discussions on this in
Disciples of Christ Volume Five.

Kingdom Priests are not consumed daily with endless laborious and bloody duties
of OT temple functions that neither perfect nor save. All those duties have been done
away with by the work of Mashiyach. Kingdom Priests leave behind the temple made
with hands and go out into the outer court (sanctuary) and beyond to minister to those
souls needing reconciliation, healing, nourishment and spiritual edification. Some of the
duties that are associated with Kingdom Priests include, but are not limited to:

Become a living sacrifice (martyr if necessary).

Become a daily cross carrier.

Become a Doer of YHVH’s Word (Will)

Become a witness (A Martyr for Mashiyach, if necessary).
Become an intercessor, prayer warrior.

Become an ambassador (Liaisons of the Kingdom).
Become an edifier (Encourage other Kingdom priests).
Become a servant (Doer of good deeds).

XN R
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9. Become a spokesman and demonstrator of the praises of Yahushua Mashiyach
(Preacher/Teacher of the gospel).
10. Become a fruit bearing, self monitored, godly living priest.

Of course the above list is not exhaustive, but all these duties link to one central
Mashiyachic Ordinance—the Universal Tri-Directional Axiom, to LOVE. Kingdom
Priests perform the above duties because of their LOVE directed toward YHVH, others
and themselves.

Apostle Paul believed that maturing believers should move beyond fundamentals.
This did not mean to forget them, abandon them, or discard them as valueless. Maturing
simply means people are to be weaned from the milk and start eating meat, the more
challenging and selfless teachings. In other words, believers should become mature and
responsible “adults” (Kingdom Priests) looking beyond the self (Philippians 2:4),
experience afflictions while also attending to the needs of others (Romans 12:13), i.e.,
bearing the precious Fruits of Righteousness that pleases YHVH and leads to Holiness
(see Chapter 7). This was the core of Melchisedec’s Priesthood, ministering to the needs
of others beyond “temple walls” and out into the community. This was also the core of
Mashiyach’s ministry.

In other words, believers are to move beyond the fundamental teachings that
benefit the self and utilize them for/in global evangelism and “making disciples”. This is
the will of YHVH. This does not mean the exclusion of evangelism or its necessary
teachings, for when obeying the evangelism command, it certainly produces a multiple
outcome. First is fills the earth with YHVH’s name in/by/through Yahushua Mashiyach,
second, it expands/brightens the LIGHT of YHVH through out the earth and third, it
enlarges the body of Mashiyach, to mention a few outcomes. However, evangelism and
discipleship training should never be the sole function of the church. It should NOT
circumvent, negate nor diminish the “daily distributions” (Acts 2:44-47; 4:32-35; 6:1-7)
responsibility of the church. Conversely, neither should the “daily distributions”
circumvent, negate nor diminish the responsibility of global evangelism and discipleship
training. A balance is required. The Apostles took steps to make sure a balance was
maintained. And collections were initiated for this purpose. Funds were not collected to
build temples or churches, to make the Apostles rich, to build lavish houses, acquire
expensive modes of transportations or amass filthy lucre (big bank accounts), etc. In fact,
Mashiyach modeled for his Apostles to live simple, modest, and meager lifestyles relative
to earthly possessions.
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Quiz Questions

1. Identify three different titles attributed to Melchisedec in scriptures.

2. What do Jewish oral traditions say about Melchisedec’s identity?

3. Which priestly order did Mashiyach follow?

4. To whom does YHVH teach knowledge and help understand doctrine?

5. Which of the three priestly orders did the Jews think was superior: Aaron’s, Levi’s
or Melchisedec’s?

6. Which of the three orders listed in question # 5 above is superior according to
scriptures?

7. What is the real message behind the Melchisedec allegory?

8. Identify the better gifts and better blessing of Yahushua.

9. Identify at least five Kingdom Priests duties.

10. In what ways do believers follow the Melchisedec’s order?
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HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

On the space provided below write a one-page response to this Chapter. Express
your thoughts and feelings about this Chapter and how you have received it!
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Chapter

-2 -

THE MASHIYACHIC TRANSCENDENT EXAMPLE

INTRODUCTION

This chapter will examine the type of ministry Mashiyach modeled for his
disciples. Of course, it is necessary to peel away actions that were not really applicable
to the Mashiyachic Priesthood, because many of his words were said to address Old
Covenant issues and many actions performed to fulfill the Old Covenant regulations.
With the Old Covenant obsolete, said words and behaviors are no longer applicable,
except that they provide good ensamples.

GIFTS OF BREAD

Mashiyach brought his bread and broke it (ministered) and gave it to the sick, the
halt, the maimed, the blind and the poor long before he illustrated and explained it to his
disciples via the “Last Supper” commemoration. Mashiyach did it this way because he
utilized a didactic model for teaching and training his disciples.

“But he waswounded for our transgressions, he washruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace waSupon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Isaiah 53:5

“Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which
ye do hear and see: ° The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the
gospel preached to them. ® And blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in
me.”

Matthew 11:4
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“And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately
she arose and ministered unto them.”

Luke 4:29

Of course there are far too many related scriptures to site them all. But the point being
that Mashiyach ministered—a ministry separate from satisfying OT requirements. He
ministered to those needing a physician—a physician that ministered to the needs of the
body, mind, soul and spirit.

GIFTS OF WINE

Mashiyach foretold of his death and shed blood (wine), but since he could not
really and fully didactically teach this lesson, he had to explain it more clearly post
Calvary. Nonetheless, as shown earlier in Chapter One above and in Disciples of
Mashiyach Volume Two and Three, the only real participation Kingdom Priests have
with the giving of wine, is through preaching the gospel of Mashiyach, baptizing people
in Yahushua’s name, praying for people to receive the Holy Ghost and commemorating
the Lord’s death.

Why? This is because the only clear, consistent and solid link between
Mashiyach’s shed blood, the covenant blood, the covenant enjoinment process, remission
of sins, power to remit or not remit sins, entering into the Holiest of Holies, sprinkling of
blood on our hearts, circumcision, purging our evil conscience, Noah and the Flood,
Passing through the Red Sea, washing, purifying, cleansing, adoption, etc. is when one
obeys the Gospel, (is born again of the water and spirit), which is repenting, getting
baptized in Yahushua Mashiyach’s name (calling on the name of the Lord) and receiving
the baptism of the Holy Ghost.

“And from Jesus Christ, who isthe faithful witness (martyr), andthe first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,”

Revelation 1:5

This is significant to know, because if one does not come in contact with the blood of
Y ahushua Mashiyach, then they cannot be saved. Without it people cannot be adopted,
born again, enjoined to the covenant, redeemed, reconciled to YHVH, resurrected unto
life, be in the bride of Mashiyach, etc., etc. Simply put, one has no hope.
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WORDS OF BLESSINGS

An examination of Mashiyach’s earthly ministry will certainly reveal an oratorical
ministry that was controversial, out spoken, and awed the crowds.

“And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were
astonished at his doctrine: 2° For he taught them as onehaving authority, and not
as the scribes.”

Matthew 7:28 (Mark 1:22; Luke 4:32)

“And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed
thence. > And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their
synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man
this wisdom, and thesemighty works?”

Matthew 13:53-54 (Mark 6:2-3)

“When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then
can be saved?”

Matthew 19:25

“The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.”

John 7:46

“Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye
have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.”

Luke 7:22

Mashiyach was not only controversial, he also “preached” words of hope and
deliverance. He truly blessed the battle weary souls.

“The Spirit of the Lord iS upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
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them that are bruised, '® To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. ** And he
closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes

of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. ' And he began to
say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”

Luke 4:18

THE PRIMARY CHARACTER (DUTY) OF THE
MELCHISEDEC ORDER

Although Mashiyach was from earthly royalty via adoption, he was also the Son
of YHVH, exalted to be both Lord and Mashiyach (Philippians 2:9; Acts 2:36) making
him the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He would be above all kings by eternally
putting all his enemies under his feet and by eternally sitting on the throne in heaven with
the earth being his footstool. Unlike other kings, Yahushua Mashiyach would be truly
omnipotent, omniscience and omnipresent.

In spite of his omnipotent Kingship, Mashiyach modeled a priestly ministry to his
disciples unlike any other they had ever seen or known, the kind of ministry that
Kingdom Priests were to engage in, which was after the Order of Melchisedec. We do
not read of Melchisedec being a “Lord over YHVH’s heritage” or continually killing
animals and making burnt offerings upon altars. And, we do not read that he only stood
behind a pulpit in a temple preaching to “saints” and did nothing else. But we do read of
Mashiyach going out into the communities and ministering to real people dealing with
real life problems and issues and intermittently going to the temple to spread his
teachings about himself and the coming Kingdom of YHVH soliciting potential followers.
This is the kind of ministry that YHVH wants his adopted royal sons to engage in. And,
this ministry is not just for Pastors and Deacons (more on this in Volume Five).

Keep in mind that Yahushua’s disciples were just that, pupils (learners). They
were in training to learn how to become Kingdom Priests and to know how to model for
future would be students. And learn they did. The Book of Acts certainly reveals an
active priesthood ministry.

As a side note, it is interesting to muse that it is possible that Yahushua may not
have “taught” his disciples to pray (or fast) had they not asked him to do so. And their

asking was triggered by seeing Mashiyach pray (modeling) and by what others were
doing or saying.

“And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased,
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one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples.”

Luke 11:1

“Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees
fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?”

Matthew 9:14

Y ahushua knew that the day would come soon enough that his disciples would fast and
pray often after he was taken up into heaven.

Notwithstanding, and more importantly, Mashiyach modeled the greatest
characteristic and duty of a Kingdom Priest to his disciples, which was LOVE. Searching
the gospels thoroughly will lead you back to this single Kingdom Priest characteristic and
duty. It is because of and out from this axiom that all Kingdom Priest behaviors are
wrought. This commandment came from YHVH, was issued to Mashiyach, was
promulgate to Yahushua’s disciples and, finally, is to be propagated to modern believers.
Yahushua said,

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another. ** By this shall all menknow that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

John 13:34-35

“As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. " If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father's commandments, and abide in his love. ' These things have I spoken unto
you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. ** This is
my commandment, That ve love one another, as I have loved you. * Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. "* Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. ** Henceforth I call you not servants;
for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for
all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. '® Ye have
not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of
the Father in my name, he may give it you. ' These things I command you, that
ye love one another.”

John 15:9-17
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“No man taketh it from me, but [ lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of

my Father.”

John 10:18

“And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not
to judge the world, but to save the world. ** He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day. ¥ For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which
sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.
% And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.”

John 12:47

“But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me
commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.”

John 14:31

It is quite clear from scriptures that Mashiyach was explaining to his disciples that the
commandment that YHVH gave to him was to love his disciples and the world to the
point of death, i.e., to lay down his life for the sheep. To save them, deliver them, to give
them hope, to give them life everlasting. In like manner, Yahushua said that Kingdom
Priests are to do the same, to love sinners and fellow Kingdom Priests by laying down
their lives for them.

“T am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. > But he
that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the
wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and
scattereth the sheep. P fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the
sheep. "* I am the good shepherd, and know my sheepand am known of mine.

5 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life

for the sheep.”

John 10:11-15
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“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another. * By this shall all menknow that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

John 13:34-35

Possessing the qualities of being a good shepherd was heavily stressed by the
Lord to Peter, who had the propensity for running away from threats to his person. John
records this as follows:

“So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, sonof Jonas, lovest
thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. ' He saith to him again the second time,
Simon, sonof Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. ' He saith unto him the third
time, Simon, Sonof Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said
unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my
sheep. " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst
thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou
shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry theewhither
thou wouldest not. " spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God.
And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.”

John 21:15-19

Think of the impact on the world if YHVH’s people who are called by his name
would obey this one commandment—to LOVE YHVH and others to the point of death,
complete selflessness. Think of the many millions who are part of a royal priesthood and
who do not really know they are. If they would rise up with obedience to this one
command, it would change the world.

But herein lays the difficulty. It is easier to be ignorant of this one commandment
than to obey it, because this one commandment (Mashiyachic Ordinance) has a price
many are unwilling to pay. For example, review the following Biblical record.

“And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there isnone good but one,
that is God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. '* He saith
unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, ' Honour thy
father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. > The young
man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I
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yet? * Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go andsell that thou hast, and
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come andfollow me.
2 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had
great possessions. * Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you,
That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. * And again I say
unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of God. *® When his disciples heard it, they were
exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? ** But Jesus beheld them
and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are

possible.”

Matthew 19:17-22 (Luke 18:20-26)

Certainly if a blessed man (rich) cannot be saved, who then can be saved? But,
that is the point, with men this is impossible, but not with YHVH. The difference is if
YHVH adopts a person, he puts an earnest of his Spirit in them (Mashiyach in you the
hope of glory) enabling them to fulfill this task, if so desired.

“If ye love me, keep my commandments. '* And I will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 7 Eventhe
Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. '* I
will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. ** Yet a little while, and the
world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. ** At that
day ye shall know that I amin my Father, and ye in me, and [ in you. *' He that
hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest
myself to him. # Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? * Jesus answered and said unto
him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. ?* He that loveth me not
keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's
which sent me.”

John 14:15-31

With YHVH’s help, Kingdom Priests can keep YHVH’s command as well as set aside all
earthly carnal loves in favor of loving YHVH and keeping his LOVE command.

“Love not the world, neither the things that arein the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. ' For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is
of the world. ' And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth
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the will of God abideth for ever.”

1 John 2:15-17

The will of YHVH for all believers is to obey YHVH’s commandment. And his

commandment for modern times is the same as in Yahushua’s day, to LOVE one another
as Mashiyach LOVED humanity, which is unto death. Even Mashiyach said to one
scribe, “thou art not far from the Kingdom of YHVH” when he acquiesced that the Tri-
Directional Axiom (LOVE) was the greatest commandment (Briggs, 2007). And, as one
should know, Mashiyach rarely made positive comments about the Scribes and Pharisees.

“And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and
perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first
commandment of all? * And Jesus answered him, The first of all the
commandments iS, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: ** And thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. ** And the
second is like, namelythis, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is
none other commandment greater than these. ** And the scribe said unto him,
Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other
but he: * And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and
with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love hisneighbour as himself, is
more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. * And when Jesus saw that he
answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.
And no man after that durst ask him any questiory

Matthew 12:28-34

Usually, Yahushua would say things like this to the Scribes and Pharisees.

“Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, * This people draweth
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is
far from me. * But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.”

Matthew 15:7

Let this never be said of believers who are Kingdom Priests. The consistent behavior of
an individual determines whether or not they truly love YHVH with his/her whole
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heart—to LOVE even to the death (martyr), if required. This is the reason why Kingdom
Priests center their message and duties around LOVE rather than FEAR. Behavior
precipitated by fear is not necessarily behavior that corresponds with a person’s inner
heart felt desire. Said behaviors are instinctive behavioral acts of survival. Furthermore,
fear can dissipate over time by desensitization allowing the truest heartfelt behaviors to
emerge.

Conversely, LOVE casts out all fear and produces sincere (pure) behavior that
comes from deep within the mind and soul and never fails (fades). Finally, there is a
tremendous humility and power that comes with this kind of obedience to YHVH’s word.
LOVE is truly perfection.
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10.

Quiz Questions

. What was Mashiyach’s gift of bread?

What was Mashiyach’s gift of wine?

What was Mashiyach’s “words of blessing”?

What is the primary character of the Melchisedec order?

What is the primary duty of the Melchisedec order?

What is the universal tri-directional axiom?

What does the axiom in question # 6 above cast out?

In what way did Esaias define hypocrisy through his prophesy concerning the
Scribes and Pharisees?

What is more than ALL whole burnt offerings and sacrifices?

What idiom did Yahushua use to compare the difficulty of a rich man entering into
the Kingdom of YHVH?
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HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

On the space provided below write a one-page response to this Chapter.
Express your thoughts and feelings about this Chapter and how you have received
it!
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Chapter

-3 -

THE BOND OF PERFECTNESS
The Harmony Between Mashiyach, Apostle John and Apostle Paul

INTRODUCTION

This chapter will look at the harmony between Mashiyach, Apostle John and
Apostle Paul relative to the central paradigm of the Royal Priesthood, the Order of
Melchisedec and Kingdom Priests. This will help clinch the veracity of this thesis.

MASHIYACH’S PRESENTATION

In private conversations with his students, his future co-priests, Mashiyach laid
out his premise for the Kingdom of God. Mashiyach’s Kingdom was not going to be a
hard fisted ruler ship, undoubtedly contrary to what the twelve supposed. The scriptures
below show the kingdom concept held by the disciples prior to receiving a revelation of
YHVH Kingdom.

“And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that
we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias
did?”

Luke 9:54

“Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put hishands on
them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them.”

Matthew 19:13

“When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him,
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Lord, shall we smite with the sword? 3% And one of them smote the servant of the
high priest, and cut off his right ear.”

Luke 22:49-50

“Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant,
and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.”

John 18:10

Of course, after their conversion, the Disciples thought, spoke and behaved quite
differently, as will be examined. But all along, Mashiyach was teaching his disciples
Kingdom Principles revealing the Universal Tri-Directional Axiom (Briggs, 2007).
Below are Mashiyach’s responses to each incident shown above.

“But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit
ye are of. 38 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save
them And they went to another village.”

Luke 9:55-56

“But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for
of such is the kingdom of heaven. '* And he laid his hands on them, and departed
thence.”

Matthew 19:14-15

! And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and
healed him.”

Luke 22:51

“Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?”

John 18:11

“Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this
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world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews:
but now is my kingdom not from hence.”

John 18:36

In many other places this same exhibition of LOVE can be found. In the story of the
woman caught in the very act of adultery (John 8:3-11), this is what Yahushua said to the
adulterous woman.

“No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin
no more.”

John &:11

What about the time Yahushua wept over the city? He was deeply saddened by
the fact that his own people were blinded and could not understand what great things
YHVH desired for them and what horrible things would come upon them because of their
blindness. Even though his own people rejected him, Mashiyach’s LOVE was quite
transparent here.

“And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 42 Saying, If
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belongunto
thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. # For the days shall come upon
thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round,
and keep thee in on every side, # And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy
children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another;
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.”

Luke 19:41-44

What are some of Mashiyach’s words relative to what he practiced? Mashiyach’s words
were certainly different than what was commonly clichéd.

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate
thine enemy. * But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you; %5 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven:
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust. *® For if ye love them which love you, what reward have
ye? do not even the publicans the same? *’ And if ye salute your brethren only,
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what do ye more than other8 do not even the publicans so? *® Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

Matthew 5:43

“But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate
you, 2® Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.
* And unto him that smiteth thee on the onecheek offer also the other; and him
that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thycoat also. ** to every man that
asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask themnot again. *' And
as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. ** For if ye
love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that
love them. ** And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have
ye? for sinners also do even the same. ** And if ye lend to themof whom ye hope
to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. * But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend. hoping for
nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the
Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 3% Be ye therefore
merciful, as your Father also is merciful.”

Luke 6:27-36

One can even observe this quality in the deepest, darkest hours of Mashiyach’s life.

“And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they
crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.
34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And
they parted his raiment, and cast lots.”

Luke 23:33-34

“And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.
# And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me

in paradise.”

Luke 23:42-43

While Yahushua was on the cross, suffering and dying, he ministered to those trying to

kill him, to those criminals next to him and to his mother (John 19:25-30), who too was
suffering from seeing what was happening to her son. Mashiyach ministered right up to
the time of his death. Now, that is LOVE in action. This is the kind of LOVE that
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Mashiyach said his followers must possess. This kind of LOVE would tri-directionally
guide their actions to be analogous with Mashiyach’s actions.

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another. *> By this shall all menknow that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

John 13:34-35

Mashiyach’s new commandment was a commandment to LOVE, but not just any love.
Mashiyach clarified what he meant. It had to be a LOVE that matched Mashiyach’s
LOVE. A LOVE that enables one to give their life (martyr) for Mashiyach and the
brotherhood (John 13:34), to love enemies (Luke 6:27), to do good deeds expecting
nothing in return (Luke 6:35), to despise this world’s goods and give them to the poor
who can not return the favor (Matthew 19:16-22; 1 John 2:12), to pray for despiteful,
hateful and wrongful users (Matthew 5:44), to show mercy to the guilty (John 8:11) and
so on. It has to be a LOVE that makes believers perfect (Matthew 5:43), just as it made
Yahushua perfect. It is the path of selflessness/suffering, service, and giving, i.e., doing
YHVH’s will (Hebrews 2:10; 5:7-10; 1 John 4:17-21; Ephesians 4:13; Hebrews 13:21; 1
Peter 5:10; Matthew 19:21).

APOSTLE JOHN’S PRESENTATION

The underlying theme of John’s entire writings in 1%, 2™ and 3" John is about
LOVE. He starts out by giving us the overview of YHVH’s LOVE plan by taking us to
the Word of Life (Yahushua) that was manifested to us (because of LOVE); then onto
godly living as proof of our faith; then onto Chapter 2 where John reviews the first
commandment (the LOVE commandment), which he called the “old commandment”.

Interestingly enough, John boldly proclaims and proffers what he calls a “new
commandment”. A careful analysis reveals that it is just another way of expressing what
was already expressed.

“Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment
which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye
have heard from the beginning. ® Again, a new commandment I write unto you,
which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true
light now shineth. ° He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in
darkness even until now. "* He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and
there is none occasion of stumbling in him. "' But he that hateth his brother is in
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darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because
that darkness hath blinded his eyes.”

1 John 2:7-11

John was simply saying that if a person loves their brother (fellow believer), then
they abide in Light-Mashiyach (Mashiyach’s Kingdom). Conversely, if one hates their
brother then they abide in Darkness-Satan (Satan’s Kingdom). Nonetheless, the main
assertion is still about LOVE, whether you LOVE your brother or not (hate). So, the
main difference between Mashiyach’s commandment and John’s is a matter of
perspective. Mashiyach said to LOVE and defined what kind of LOVE it must be,
whereas John, on the other hand, took Mashiyach’s command and presented the divergent
view. John’s command, therefore, is more about a directive to self analyze, to guard
against hypocrisy and determine one’s spiritual status.

It interesting to note, that Mashiyach seemed to be more interested in an
individual LOVING from the heart than on self analysis. In other words, if one is
consumed with LOVING, they do not have to worry about hating. When one LOVES
with their whole being, there is no room for hate, for the LOVE (LIGHT/YHVH) drives
out the hate (Darkness/Satan).

John continued the LOVE theme though out each book and chapter. Below are a
few excerpts to demonstrate this point.

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew
him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is. * And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure.”

1 John 3:1-3

“For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all
things. 2! Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, thenhave we confidence toward
God.  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 2 And this is
his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus
Mashiyach, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 24 And he that
keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.”

1 John 3:20-24
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“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is
born of God, and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is
love. ° In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. '° Herein is
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to bethe
propitiation for our sins. '' Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another. "2 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. '* Hereby know we that we dwell in
him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.”

1 John 4:7-13

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. ? By this we know
that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his
commandments. * For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments:
and his commandments are not grievous. * For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, evenour
faith. 3 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the
Son of God?”

1 John 5:1-5

“And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto
thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. ® And
this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment,
That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.”

2 John 1:5-6

“For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in
thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. * I have no greater joy than to hear that my
children walk in truth. ° Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to
the brethren, and to strangers; 8 Which have borne witness of thy charity before
the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou
shalt do well: 7 Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of
the Gentiles. ® We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers
to the truth.”

3 John 1:3-8
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John was also that disciple that lay his head on Mashiyach’s breast. He was that
disciple that was there through Mashiyach’s trial. He was that disciple present at the foot
of the cross having a conversation about Mashiyach’s mother and her future. From all of
this, John truly experienced and witnessed the LOVE of YHVH up close and in reality.

APOSTLE PAUL’S PRESENTATION

Since Apostle Paul wrote most of the New Testament epistles, there are many
more scriptures to consider, making it difficult to find a starting point. Notwithstanding,
his writings closely parallel both Mashiyach’s and John’s.

There is one verse that Paul writes that stands out from the rest and seems to bring
it all together.

“And above all these things put oncharity (LOVE), which is the bond of
perfectness.”

Colossians 3:14

Just prior to this verse, Paul had been writing about clothing ourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and forgiving grievances held against others (in
the same manner Mashiyach forgave us). He then summarized with verse 14 (above).
This is also similar to what he wrote to the Corinthians.

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity (LOVE), these three; but the greatest of
these iS charity.”

1 Corinthians 13:13

Just prior to this verse, Paul had been talking about spiritual gifts, the many diverse
members of the body of Mashiyach, the definition of LOVE and becoming mature.
Apostle Paul clearly believed that LOVE was greater than faith and hope. Even though
one cannot please YHVH without faith, Paul still believed that LOVE was greater than
faith. Why? What could he be possibly thinking? Apostle Paul knew that both hope and
faith can come and go, but if faith and hope has its roots in LOVE, it will never fail
because LOVE never fails.

“Charity (LOVE) never faileth: but whether there beprophecies, they shall fail;
whether there betongues, they shall cease; whether there beknowledge, it shall
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vanish away.”

1 Corinthians 13:8

Apostle Paul included the word LOVE over seventy (70) times in his writings and
about seventeen (17) additional times translated as charity. The reader is encouraged to
read them all. From all these citations, it is easy to see that LOVE was certainly central
to Apostle Paul’s writings as well. It is doubtful that many knew and experienced the
LOVE of YHVH like Paul. He even called himself the chiefest of sinners, since he had a
past that included murdering Mashiyachians, the very children of YHVH. How could
Paul overcome such guilt? He knew that LOVE covers a multitude of sins.

“And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity (LOVE)
shall cover the multitude of sins.”

1 Peter 4:8

Reviewing the parallel between Yahushua, John and Paul (even if you include
Peter and Luke) the reader will see tremendous agreement between them and in
particular, their estimation of LOVE. Unfortunately, in modern times, this does not seem
to be central among fellow ministers, church congregations or in the world at large.
Sometimes it seems that there are more expressions and exhibitions of (a form of) LOVE
among sinners than among the body of Mashiyach.

LOVE was intended by Mashiyach to be the axiom of the Kingdom (Briggs,
2007). It was to be the symbol of discipleship. It was to be the Light that shines in
darkness. It was to be the magnetic force that draws sinners to YHVH. It was to be the
distinction of the believer, that which separates the sinner from the believer, the true
shepherds from hirelings, the friends from the bride, the adopted from the fatherless, the
immature from the mature and so on.

This brings us back to the title of this chapter, “The Bond of Perfectness.” What
does this really mean? In Disciples of Christ Volume One, (Briggs, 2007), it was
discussed that LOVE was not only the force behind creation, but LOVE was the bond
that held creation together. In this chapter we see that LOVE is the bond of perfection
(highest level of maturity) or the perfect bond (uniting force) between people. Why is
this crucial to the body of Mashiyach? Without this uniting force, the body would fall
apart and cease to function as a body. It would become powerless to perform the duties
and tasks assigned by the Bishop of our souls (1 Peter 2:25), Yahushua Mashiyach, the
head of the body (Colossians 1:18).

43



DEFINITION OF LOVE

Once again, since LOVE is so key and central to the Order of Melchisedec, let us
look at how Apostle Paul described LOVE (charity):

Love is patient

Love is kind

Love does not envy - (Conversely: Love is happy for others)

Love does not boast - (Conversely: Love is meek)

Love is not proud - (Conversely: Love is humble)

Love is not rude - (Conversely: Love is polite)

Love is not self-seeking - (Conversely: Love promotes others)

Love is not easily angered - (Conversely: Love has self-control)

Love does not keep records of wrongs - (Conversely: Love is forgiving)
Love does not delight in evil one - (Conversely: Love delights in the Lord)
Love rejoices in the truth - (The exposing of truth)

Love always protects

Love always trusts

Love always hopes

Love always perseveres

Love never fails — (Conversely: Love always overcomes)

1 Corinthians 13:4-8

As can be seen above, love is not a feeling or an emotion. It is cognitive thought that
facilitates corresponding behaviors. And yes, said thoughts and behaviors may evoke
feelings and emotions from time to time and at various levels, but said affect is not
LOVE.

CONCLUSION

This chapter is crucial to establishing the acquiescence between the major writers
and teachers of the New Testament. The message is clear and consistent and without
contradiction. The central theme, driving force, emblem of perfection and maturity of the
Order of Melchisedec (hence the Kingdom of YHVH) is LOVE. A revival of this truth
both theoretically and in application is the only way YHVH’s Kingdom will survive the
wiles of the Devil and survive as the Bride of Mashiyach, adorned and made ready to be
presented at the grand finale of all things.

Apostle Paul intertwined LOVE into his Melchisedec/Yahushua discussions since
it was central to the message about our High Priest, Yahushua Mashiyach. Even when
the word LOVE or charity is not employed, it is implied, especially if you understand the
definition of LOVE and how Mashiyach demonstrated his LOVE towards his disciples
and the world.
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“For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye
have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do
minister.”

Hebrews 6:10

“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:”

Hebrews 10:24

“Let brotherly love continue.”

Hebrews 13:1
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9.

10. Which of the three (faith, hope or charity) never fails?

Quiz Questions

. What kind of sovereignty did the disciples initially expect Yahushua to lead?

Give two scriptural examples that demonstrate this view (relative to question # 1
above).

Other than the obvious “passion of Yahushua” (the sufferings that led to the giving
of his life), identify at least two incidents that reveal the deep seated LOVE and
compassion Yahushua felt towards people.

Other than the gospel message (the method by which to enjoin the New Covenant)
what other central message did Yahushua, John and Paul have in common, relative
to how a disciple’s actions must be analogous with Yahushua’s.

Cite two scriptures each (Yahushua, John and Paul) that reflects the similitude
between them regarding the answer to question # 4 above.

What is the emblem of perfection and maturity?

Identify five things that LOVE is not.

Identify five things that LOVE is.

What is the bond of perfectness?
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HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

On the space provided below write a one-page response to this Chapter. Express your
thoughts and feelings about this Chapter and how you have received it!
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Chapter

-4 -

RECONCILING MINISTERIAL TEACHING
VS.
HOLY SPIRIT TEACHING

INTRODUCTION

One of the Mashiyachic Covenant promises was that Israelites would not have to
teach his brother or his neighbor, “Know the Lord”, anymore for they shall all know me
(Jeremiah 31:34 and Hebrews 8:11). However, in spite of this prophecy, we find
permeated throughout the New Testament that there was a lot of teaching going on.
Additionally, Apostle Paul even declared that “teachers” were among the “five fold
ministry” of the church. So, is there a contradiction going on here?

First, the above quote from Jeremiah and Hebrews is extracted from the context of
a prophecy, the coming of the Mashiyachic Covenant. And, as is the case with the
Abrahamic, Davidic and Mashiyachic Covenants, YHVH makes promises that are
generally futuristic in nature. The enjoined covenant participants are expected to comply
with covenant regulations in the here and now and then, at some later predetermined date,
YHVH would execute his promises. Some portions or all of some covenants are
written/spoken for both the present (our part) and the future (YHVH’s part).

A VIEW FROM THE THRONE

Down in the trenches of daily routines, working, children, cooking, eating,
sleeping, school, etc. it is difficult to take time and visit the throne room of YHVH and
take a glance out over the Kingdom of YHVH. But when one does visit, what do they
see? What does YHVH see? What is his perspective? Well, it certainly is not what
humans are used to seeing, that is for sure. But from time to time, believers are given a
“sneak peak”. And yes, it looks different from “up there”, where ever “up there” may be.

YHVH does not look at the “here and now” the way humans do. Humans are
stuck in a time reality that is often difficult to shake.

“(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom
he believed, evenGod, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which
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be not as though they were.”

Romans 4:17

YHVH sees through a different set of “glasses”. Humans see the here and now,
the current daily reality, what is happening right before their physical eyes. But since
YHVH is not stuck in the time reality of humans, since he is from the eternal past and
sees/knows the eternal future, YHVH looks beyond the human present reality and into the
future and speaks futuristic words. This comes easy with YHVH but is extremely
difficult for humanity since they are trapped by physical bodies and with their present
physical reality all around them. YHVH sees the world through his “determinate counsel
and foreknowledge” glasses. Humans generally do not.

“Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:”

Acts 2:23

Escape from the human carnal reality and entering into YHVH’s throne room is
possible. Apostle Paul said,

“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

1 But God hath revealed themunto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God. ' For what man knoweth the things of a man,
save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God. ' Now we have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given
to us of God. * Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things
with spiritual. 4 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them because they are
spiritually discerned. '° But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is
judged of no man. '® For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”

1 Corinthians 2:9

The available exit from carnal reality for humanity is by the way of the Spirit of
YHVH that is resident in the Spirit filled believer, which came when they were filled
with the Holy Spirit of promise in earnest. It is by that same spirit that dwelled in
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Mashiyach (Romans 8:11) that dwells in the Spirit filled believer. This Spirit, this mind
of Mashiyach is what can give divine spiritual vision (and insight) into the spiritual
dimension unavailable to the carnal mind. A good analogy can be found in 2 Kings
when Elisha opened the eyes of a young man allowing him to see into the spiritual
dimension.

“And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see.
And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the
mountain wasfull of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.”

2 Kings 6:17

With the pervasive carnal reality ever present, it clouds the clarity of the Spiritual
mind. But, the “fog” can be lifted as believers take time to “sit at the feet of Yahushua”,
to bask in his presence, to hear his words, to assimilate his essence, his way of thinking
and way of mental spiritual processing (mind).

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they
were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of
them, that they had been with Jesus.”

Acts 4:13

This brings us to the core of this chapter. What is the difference between Spirit
Teaching and Ministry Teaching? Are there differences and if so, what are they? Are
there different purposes 